From Campaign for Youth Justice

CAMPAIGN FOR

]

BrcaUSsE THE CONSEQUENCES AREN T MINOR

Campaign for Youth Justice Newsletter

In This Issue

JIDPA Organizational Sign-
on Letter Update

Art Exhibit Featuring
Incarcerated Wisconsin
Youth a Success

National Sheriff's
Association Features Article
about the Prosecution of
Youth as Adults

Washington, D.C. Free
Minds Book Club Featured
on ABC News

CFYJ Requests Stories of
Youth Who Have Been
Given a Second Chance

CFYJ Requests Stories of
Youth Held in Adult Jails

January 2008
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JJIDPA Organizational Sign-on Letter Update

Thank you to all who have signed on to the organizational letter in support of the Juvenile Justice
and Delinquency Prevention Act (JJDPA) reauthorization. The letter urges Congress to expand
the jail-removal protection to all youth - no matter what court they are in, juvenile or adult. This
would make the act more consistent with its original intent of ensuring that youth are not
detained in adult jails. It is not too late to sign on! If your organization would like to sign on to
the organizational letter (below), please contact lan Augarten at (202) 558-3580 (Ext. 10) or at
laugarten@campaign4youthjustice.org.

Dear Majority Leader Reid / Speaker Pelosi,

On behalf of the undersigned organizations, we are writing to urge you to protect children in the
justice system by ending the placement of children in adult jails as part of the reauthorization of
the Juvenile Justice Delinquency and Prevention Act (JJDPA).

The Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act (JJDPA) has protected children in the
justice system for more than three decades. The original intent of the JJDPA was to protect
children from the dangers of adult jails by separating them from adults and ultimately removing
them from adult jails altogether. Under the "Jail Removal" core protection, youth cannot be
detained in adult jails except in limited exceptions and in those narrow circumstances the "Sight
and Sound Separation" core protection prohibits contact with adults.

On average, 7,500 youth are incarcerated in an adult jail every day in America. It is extremely
difficult to keep children safe in adult jails. When youth are placed with adults in adult jails,
youth are at risk of physical and sexual assault. According to BJS, 21% and 13% of all
substantiated victims of inmate-on-inmate sexual violence in jails in 2005 and 2006 respectively,
were youth under the age of 18, even though they make up only 1% of all jail inmates.

Separation of children from adults is not adequate either. While separating children from adults
in adult jails will reduce contact with adults that could result in physical or emotional harm to
children, children are then often placed in isolation and are at risk of suicide. Youth have the
highest suicide rates of all inmates in jails and youth are 36 times more likely to commit suicide in
an adult jail than in a juvenile detention facility, and 19 times more likely to commit suicide in an
adult jail than youth in the general population.

Despite these long-standing federal protections and documented dangers of placing children in

adult jails, tens of thousands of youth incarcerated every year in adult jails are not protected by
the JJDPA's protections.

http://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual...nt.uid=1101962053075&format=html&printFrame=true (3 of 11) [2/26/2008 2:37:49 PM]


mailto:iaugarten@campaign4youthjustice.org

From Campaign for Youth Justice

We urge you to update the JJDPA to reflect the original intent of the law: to remove youth from
adult jails altogether. The JJDPA should extend the protections to all children, no matter what
court they are in - juvenile or adult.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Art Exhibit Featuring Incarcerated Wisconsin Youth a Success

This month the Wisconsin Council on Children and Families hosted "Art from the Inside: Unlocking
the Creativity of Incarcerated Youth" at the State Capitol rotunda in Madison, Wisconsin. The art
exhibit featured works created by children incarcerated in the Wisconsin correctional system in response
to the question, "What does it feel like to be incarcerated before 187" The exhibit, which featured 25
pieces, brought attention to legislation sponsored by Senator Erpenbach (D-Middleton) that proposes
the return of 17-year-olds to the juvenile justice system. Currently, all 17-year-olds in Wisconsin are
prosecuted as adults regardless of the offense. The legislation proposes funding the change through a 1
percent sales tax on video games and machines. Congratulations to those involved in the coordination
of this exhibit and thank you to the youth who made their art available. The art exhibit was featured in
a January 17th story in The Capital Times which is available at: http://www.madison.com/tct/

news/267854.

National Sheriff's Association Features Article about the Prosecution of Youth as

Adults

The Winter 2008 issue of Sheriff, the bimonthly publication of the National Sheriff's Association,
included an article about the impact of trying, sentencing, and incarcerating youth in the adult
system. The piece provides detailed information about how youth are prosecuted as adults and
the negative consequences of this practice. The article makes a persuasive argument for reform in
a publication that has a circulation of 20,500 sheriffs nationwide.

An online version of the article is not available but those interested in a PDF of the article can
request one via email from Julie Kudrna at (202) 558-3580 ext. 29 or
ikudrna@campaign4youthjustice.org.

Washington, D.C. Free Minds Book Club Featured on ABC News
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On January 25th, WILA/ABC 7 News featured a story about a local Washington-based
organization, the Free Minds Book Club, which introduces youth charged as adults in the D.C.
Jail to reading, poetry, and creative writing. Since it began in 2002, the program has reached over
230 youth through book clubs and writing workshops in the jail, providing support to those who
have been transferred to federal facilities, and supporting those who are re-entering society after
release.

Free Minds Book Club organizers, Kelli Taylor and Tara Libert, have encouraged the youth to
realize their potential, set educational and career goals, and express themselves through creative
writing rather than violence. Graduates of the program have gone on to earn GED's; return to
public, charter, and vocational schools; obtain full-time employment; study for college entrance
exams; and study at professional schools. Free Minds graduates have also strengthened family
bonds and developed public speaking and communication skills.

Thank you Kelli and Tara for your work and positive influence in the lives of so many! To learn
more about the Free Minds Book Club visit: http://www.freemindsbookclub.org. Additionally,

a video of the newscast featuring Free Minds is available online at: http://www.wjla.com/news/
stories/0108/490965.html.

CFYJ Requests Stories of Youth Who Have Been Given a Second Chance

The Campaign for Youth Justice Case Profiles Project is gathering stories of individuals that have been
rehabilitated by the juvenile justice system, rather than transferred to the adult criminal justice system.
We hope to communicate to policymakers, the public, and the media these "successes™ as a way to
illustrate why youth should not be prosecuted as adults. We need your help collecting the stories of
youth who have turned their lives around through the chance given to them by the juvenile justice
system. If you know someone who has been given a second chance, please put them in touch with Julie
Kudrna at (202) 558-3580 ext. 29 or jkudrna@campaign4youthjustice.org. Please pass this request along

to your contacts and networks. Thank you!

CFYJ Requests Stories of Youth Held in Adult Jails
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